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[E] There is a Tannaitic passage that supports this one, and there is a 
Tannaite passage that supports that one. 


[F] The following Tannaitic passage supports the view of R. Zeirah: 


[G] What is the first week [of the sequence]? It is any in which the 
new moon of Adar happens to fall, 


[H] even if it comes on Friday [T. Meg. 3:1]. 


[I] Samuel presented a Tannaitic tradition in support of the view of 
R. Ila: 


[J] What is the second week [just now referred to]? 
[K] Any in which Purim happens to fall, 
[L] even if it comes on Friday [T. Meg. 3:2]. 


R. Nahman bar Jacob raised the following question: “What if the 
fifteenth of Adar falls on the Sabbath? To read the scroll of Esther you 
are not able, for they read in the Hagiographa only from the afternoon 
prayers and onward. Should they then read the pericope, “Remember 
[Amalek]? [But the people in the towns will already have read the 
scroll of Esther on the fourteenth of Adar, that is, on the Friday before. 
Surely they cannot now read ‘Remember.’ ]” 


He said to him, “This is what Rab said, “That these days should be 
remembered and kept [throughout every generation, in every family, 
province, and city, and that these days of Purim should never fall into 
disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days 
cease among their descendants]’ (Est. 9:28). 


“This means that remembering them should come before carrying 
them out [hence ‘Remembrance’ must come prior to the observance of 
the holiday of Purim].’” 


R. Abba b. R. Pappi asked, “What if the fourteenth of Adar falls on the 
Sabbath? Lo, remembering [what happened] comes before carrying out 
[the festival]? [The people in the cities surrounded by a wall read the 
next day, so there is no problem for them.]” 


He said to him, “But has it not already been indicated that that is not 
possible [for the fourteenth of Adar may never coincide with a 
Sabbath]? But even if it were possible, they would have to push back 
the reading in the towns, [and the passage of Remembrance would be 
read on the preceding week].” 


